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was thus suppiessed, the young Lorenzo, commenting to a
friend on his father's action, said: "He only knows how to
conquer who knows how to forgive."

It was conduct and qualities such as this, displayed by the
earlier generations of the Medici, which helped to raise that
family to its high eminence in Florence. And when, sixty years
after this, Clarice de' Medici (become by marriage Clarice
Strozzi) in her impassioned harangue 4 contrasted the be-
haviour of her ancestors with that of those then representing
the family, and said that it was by magnanimity and clemency
that the former had gained the favour of the Florentines, she
said no more than the actual truth.

The natural effect of the defeat of such a formidable effort
to destroy the family, and especially when so complete a
victoiy was accompanied by such clemency and kindliness,
was to make the Medici stronger than ever in their peculiar
position in Florence. After this affair their popularity with
the people caused the head of the family to become moie than
evei "a king in all but the name."

The above episode was followed in the next year (1467) by
war with Venice. Ever since Cosimo's alliance with Milan,
Venice had waited for an opportunity of revenge upon the
Medici, and this seemed now to have come. Niccolo Soderini
and Dietisalvi Neroni requited Piero for saving their lives by
proceeding to Venice, and persuading the Doge and Council
to attack him, asserting that there was a large party in
Florence ready to take up arms against the Medici. The
Venetian army, therefore, commanded by the celebrated Bar-
tolommeo Colleoni, was in May 1467 despatched against
Florence's territory. Piero's conduct, however, had entirely
won over those who had previously been ready to attack the
Medici, so that the supposed adherents of Venice in Florence
proved non-existent. Piero was also successful in obtaining
as his allies both the Duke of Milan and the King of Naples,
each of whom sent him some troops. The Florentine army